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Name: Hi! I’m Sally!
Hometown: I was rescued in Leland, 
Michigan, which I hear is one of the cut-
est towns in Michigan. A cute dog from 
a cute town, that’s me. We moved to 
Cottonwood a couple years after I was 
rescued. 
Age: I turned five a couple of months 
ago.
Favorite brand of kibble: Mom only 
gives me Royal Canin Small and Petit. 
That’s me.
Favorite people food: My favorite is the 
vanilla ice cream Dad shares with me. I 
have varying tastes. I like fruit, vegeta-
bles, and any kind of beef or chicken. 
Favorite toy: My favorite toy on the 
ground is Herman, my stuffy. When we 
fly, it’s the strap on my air carrier.
Favorite outdoor activity: We travel a 
lot, to all sorts of places in the RV, and 
on planes. I like to travel because it takes 
me to my favorite things: the beach, the 
mountains, and all kinds of places in be-
tween. I like checking out new places and 
meeting new people. 
Favorite indoor activity: I like to sit with 
my Mom in her chair. I like to lay on the 
couch and watch the world go by in the 
RV. I spend most of my time watching 
Mom to see if she’s going to drop any-
thing while she’s cooking. 
Favorite nap spot: My favorite nap spot 
is my princess bed. That’s Mom and 
Dad’s pillows.) I sleep for hours there. 
Fitness regimen: I walk with my Mom. 
We also hike, swim, and ski when we’re 
traveling.
Describe your perfect canine pal: Since 
I make friends easily, I’m never without a 
pack to play with. Anyone I meet would 
be a perfect canine pal for me. 
Describe your perfect day: We’d wake 
up at a ski resort with fresh powder and 
hurry out to play in the snow. Then we’d 
come in and have breakfast at the lodge. 
After breakfast, we’d go play in the snow 
some more,. When I got tired, I’d go up-
stairs to the balcony, enjoy the sun, and 
wait to see Mom and Dad coming down 
the hill. 

Sally, Our Cover Dog
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A Ruff & Wooly Day

Sometimes, you just want to 
commiserate with a friend 
that knows you and knows 
your journey. Quick to lend 
a sympathetic ear. Although 
she doesn’t quite fit the bill, 
I just described Hazel. My 
pack sister is the closest to 
me in our family. 

I’m the oldest on four legs 
here, and Hazel is the ca-
nine matriarch having ar-
rived some time before my 
being found and adopted. 
Haze and I are the seniors, 
and our shared approach 
to advances in aging gives 
us a deep camaraderie, if 
not a full understanding or 
appreciation of each other’s 
quirks. Still, on occasion, we 
find comfort in each other’s 
company whether in silence or not.

Today, having missed my opportunity 
to get my morning hip massage from 
Dad (I just couldn’t rouse myself from 
sleep before he left), I found myself 
greeting the morning in a surly mood. 
I purposely tormented my pack by 
eating my breakfast slowly and in-
termittently to make them anticipate 
my walking away to leave them the 
spoils to divide up frantically. 

It soon became obvious to me that I 
had unnecessarily wound up the tem-
po of the two younger members of 
the pack by teasing them with hopes 
of an extra helping of breakfast. They 
took the energy of their disappoint-
ment as a chance to wrestle loudly 
and recklessly in the living room. I 
took the opportunity to slink out the 
back door, pretending not to notice 
the ruckus behind me. 

Mom, however, was working in her 
office and had noticed the rumble 
and thumping and came out to hus-
tle Prudence and Keira outside so 
she could get back to work. On her 
way back inside, she asked me (as 
the honorary Sheriff of the pack) 
why hadn’t I intervened and hustled 
the girls outside myself. Even though 
Mom had asked in a light-hearted 
way, the question, however appro-
priate, soured my mood even more.

I considered my options: find Hazel 
and pull on her ear for a bit and see 
if it would raise my spirits, or stay put 
and wallow in self-pity. 

Just as I decided to get up and pursue 
the former option, Keira raced past 
me with one of the wool dryer-balls 
in her jaws. Mom must be doing 

Tucker’s Take

laundry. Not a good look for a dep-
uty, which Keira supposedly is. I think 
of it as an honorary position, like an 
honorary doctorate, I guess.

It was actually Dad’s suggestion to 
swear Keira in, seeing as I was get-
ting on in years, and Dad thought I 
could use the help. At the time, I had 
no idea that a doggo like Promise 
Prudence Pepper was coming into 
our lives.

Just as I sent the All Hands on Deck 
signal to my hips to get up, Pru came 
trotting towards me with a determined 
look across her face. I canceled my 
intent to rise... and sighed heavily. 

Pru came to an abrupt stop at a re-
spectful distance, sat, and glanced 
over at Keira—who was shredding 
her purloined prize on the other side 
of the pine tree. If left uninterrupted 
(i.e., caught) Keira can shred those 
tennis-ball sized items to nearly a 
square yard of fluff and mess.

When Pru’s gaze returned to mine, 
she recited a long, prepared speech 
requesting having me name and ap-
point her as an additional Deputy. 
All the while, her eyes darted back 
to Keira as if to add necessity and 
weight to her presentation. 

Pru is quick, athletic and clever, but 
also impulsive and bossy. She is the 
youngest and most recent addition to 
the family. She also has a very sensi-
tive heart, and I had to take that into 
consideration as she continued on 
about her supposed attributes and 
talents and reasons why she would 
be a great addition to the team.

When Pru finally stopped her speech 
and sat, waiting for an answer, I 

resorted to one of Dad’s 
favorite tools for these situ-
ations. “Let me think about 
it, Pru,” I said with all the 
tenderness and seriousness 
I could muster.

Sitting in front of me, she 
stared and waited. 

“Run along now, Pru. I can’t 
think while you’re staring at 
me.” 

Without a further word, 
she traipsed off around the 
corner of the house with 
optimism in her bounc-
ing stride. I sighed again 
as I coaxed my hips to 
stand and stretch, giving a 
glance over at Keira who 
was still engaged in thin-
ning out wool fibers to get 
maximum coverage. 

Just as I going back into the house, 
Mom squeezed past me, asking if I 
had seen a missing dryer-ball. Before 
I could answer, she spied Keira and 
her swath of deconstruction efforts. 

While Mom headed over to the car-
nage with a lawn rake to clean up 
while lecturing Keira, I continued on 
with my original plan to find my pack 
sister and relate the litany of all the 
things going wrong with my day.

Pru tried to follow. 

“Not now Pru. I’m still thinking,” I 
managed to say softly, when I real-
ly felt like baring my teeth to run her 
off. If one more thing got on my last 
nerve, I was going to lose what was 
left of my composure.

I found Hazel lounging in Mom’s 
office. I plopped down beside her, 
relieved to be with my sympathetic 
companion and thinking of where I 
would start with my list of complaints. 
Before I could speak, Hazel began 
relating all the things that were both-
ering her. 

I took a deep breath and fought be-
ing offended by reminding myself 
that on occasion she needed to vent, 
too. 

“Thanks for listening Tuck, I appreci-
ate your listening patiently. So what’s 
up with you today?”

I flipped through the Rolodex of my 
mind, and just blurted, “Pru wants to 
be a Deputy, and I don’t know how to 
answer her without hurting her feel-
ings and causing strife in the pack.”

Hazel raised up, sensing the frustra-
tion in my voice. She thought for a 

minute and said, “Make her a Con-
servation Officer.” 

I was intrigued. “What exactly is a 
Conservation Officer Haze?” 

Hazel wasn’t sure exactly what all 
was involved, but said it had to do with 
protecting other animals and plants 
and trees and stuff, or so she thought. 
“Ask Dad when he gets home, he’s the 
one who told me about it once. I think 
he even has one of those old-timey 
badges you could use.” 

I was feeling light at the end of my 
tunnel. Without thinking, I leapt up 
impulsively to lick and kiss Hazel’s 
face. 

“Don’t even think about it, Tuck!”

I apologized and trotted to the back 
door with sunshine replacing the dark 
clouds that had wrapped around my 
heart. Pru was waiting patiently for 
me at the back door. 

“Meet me here first thing after break-
fast tomorrow, and we’ll get you 
sworn in.” 

Pru licked my face twice and ran to 
tell—or taunt—Keira. 

With that done, there was one more 
thing to do to make things right. I 
walked over to Mom who was clean-
ing the tines of the lawn rake of wool 
fibers. 

“Sorry I didn’t let you know about 
Keira and the dryer-ball, Mom.” 

She set the rake down and bent to 
pat my head and rub behind my ears. 

“No worries, Tuck. Sheriffs need to 
have a day off once in a while. It’s all 
good.” One more gentle pat and she 
went back to cleaning up. 

Suddenly, everything was right with 
the world... and I am so grateful.

~Tucker Oso

Our new Consternation Officer

The swearing-in ceremony
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Celebration of Life: Jesse
By Cherie L. Dreves
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This is a story of hope, tragedy and 
how a quarter of a second can 
change lives.

Back in 1996, during a previous ca-
reer, one of my salesmen headed out 
for an evening appointment. Arriving 
at the address, he found a suburban 
home in a quiet neighborhood. As 
he approached the front walk he no-
ticed this little brown ball of fur lay-
ing on the porch it was chained to. 

Walking by, he realized the collar on 
the dog was adjusted too tight. After 
speaking a while with his prospect, 
the salesman came to the realization 
that the little ball of fur on the porch 
would be leaving with him that eve-
ning. 

The salesman essentially wrote the 
dog into the deal and took the dog 
as the down payment for the custom-
er’s home improvement project. The 
salesman believed it would all be 
fine with me… as soon as I saw her 
the next morning. 

That evening, they shared dinner, fast 
food hamburgers and fries that she 

happily gobbled. 

The next morning, the 
salesman brought her to 
our office, got her right up 
to my office door, slipped 
her leash off, and let her 
walk into my office alone. 
Here was this beautiful, 
young chocolate lab. 

The salesman followed 
shortly after and ex-
plained what he had 
done the night before. I 
laughed. 

“I couldn’t leave her there. I rescued 
her for you,” he related, “She’s just 
too beautiful. I just couldn’t leave her 
there like that, she didn’t even have 
water to drink.”

Jesse had a delightful personality. 
She was very gentle and a real lov-
er. It was head over heels at first sight 
for me, and I knew the same would 
happen at home. 

At the end of the work day, Jesse and 
I left the office to retrieve my daugh-
ter from school. I remember she ran 
and squealed from the front door of 
the school to the car door. She was 
overjoyed! There was a dog in our 
car!

The two of them were inseparable. 
Jesse followed her everywhere. They 
read books together, did homework 
and chores. The community we lived 
at was quiet and small. Even at nine, 
my daughter was allowed to walk 
Jesse. She was very watchful and 
cautious when they were outside 
alone.  Jesse was the first dog of her 
very own. 

Thanksgiving night 
when we had come 
home from dinner, my 
daughter grabbed the 
leash and away they 
went out the door for 
the day’s last stroll. 
My attention was im-
mersed in the kitch-
en when she came 
bursting back through 
the door. “MOM!!! 
MOM!!! JESSE RAN 
AWAY!” 

Unknown to us, peo-
ple began setting 
off fireworks in our 
common area. Jesse 
became terrified and 
bolted. For a nine-
year-old, Jesse’s flight 
reaction was over-

powering enough to break free. I 
grabbed my keys and out the door 
we went. 

Up and down and around and 
around, we scoured that neighbor-
hood. Street after street with no luck. 
Desperation and the determined 
will to see Jesse safe at home with 
us, kept us going. We searched for 
hours, by foot, by car, no luck. I was 
left with a fitfully sleeping nine-year-
old in the back seat, and no Jesse. 

I called off the search, vowing that 
we would get up early and start 
again. Hopefully, someone had 
grabbed her, we’d hang lost signs in 
the morning, and she’d be back by 
lunch. 

That next morning, we had arrived 
back home from hanging flyers and 
searching when our phone rang. I 
thought to myself, oh goodness it’s 
worked, and someone is calling us 
to come pick up Jesse. 

“Hi, I saw your flyer on our mailbox-
es.” There was a long pause, “I think 
I know where your Jesse is.” 

The caller went on to explain that she 
had checked her mail before going 
shopping. She stopped the explana-
tion for a moment. “I’m sorry, I think I 
saw her on the northbound shoulder 
of I-17 just above Thunderbird.” 

My heart sank and I was struck dumb 
as I hung up the phone. I have to ask 
that if you ever are faced with telling 
a stranger this kind of news, please 
follow through and do it. As hard as 
it is, it is a kindness. It just doesn’t feel 
like one at the time.

We got in the car again and drove to 
that area. Sure enough, there Jesse 
lay.

At the time, we lived near 19th and 
Cactus, but she had travelled all the 
way to Thunderbird and I-17. A lot 

of ground to cover, only to meet her 
senseless demise. To this day, I don’t 
know how we didn’t find her.

Anyway, I told y’all that this was a 
story of hope, of tragedy, and how a 
quarter of a second can change lives. 

Jesse had found her loving, comfort-
able, forever home when the sales-
man rescued her for me. The tragedy 
was that she perished way before 
her time, without those who loved her 
near. Now I want to talk about that 
quarter of a second. 

Jesse was killed by fireworks on 
Thanksgiving night, of all times. Not 
usually an effusive time with grand-
pa’s old revolver or a fistful of fire-
works. 

Each year many dogs are fright-
ened, freak out, bolt and are lost due 
to municipal fireworks as well as the 
kinds you buy in the store. Most dog 
owners, aware of Fourth of July is-
sues, take precautions. 

Jesse lost her bright future, her fami-
ly and ultimately her life, because of 
a twelve-cent firecracker set off in a 
parking lot by an unthinking person.

If you use fireworks, please make 
sure people aren’t out walking their 
dogs, and dogs are not loose in the 
area. Owners, stay alert to protect 
your dog.

Please secure your dogs before, 
during and after municipal fireworks 
shows. If you hear people setting off 
fireworks in your neighborhood, re-
member to secure your dog. Don’t 
leave it to chance.  
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ONGOING ADOPTIONS & EVENTS
HIGH COUNTRY HUMANE

•	 Low Cost Vaccination Clinic. 1st 
Sat every month, 8a-10a. 11665 
N US Hwy 89, Flagstaff. No appt 
necessary; 1st come/1st served; 
up to 40 cats/dogs total each 
clinic. Info: tinyurl.com/2wp6yxf4 
(click on the calendar event); 
highcountryhumane.org, 928-526-
0742. 

•	 Monthly Dog Adoption Event—1st 
Sat every month, 11a-2p. 
Corner of Babbitt’s Backcountry 
Outfitters, 12 E Aspen Ave, 
Flagstaff. Meet, play, adopt.

•	 Monthly Dog Adoption Event—
2nd Sat every month, 10a-2p. 
Flagstaff Mall (inside by fireplace), 
4650 US-89. Meet, play, adopt.

•	 Monthly Dog Adoption Event—

Rescue Resources For an expanded view of 
Rescue Resources, visit PrescottDog.com & 

FlagstaffSedonaDog.com

AREA
DOG

PARKS

FLAGSTAFF DOG PARKS
Thorpe Park – 788 N Thorpe Road, Flagstaff

Bushmaster Park – 3150 N Alta Vista Dr, Flagstaff

SEDONA DOG PARK
April 1 thru Oct 1: 6am-8pm • Oct. 1 thru April 1: 7am- 7pm 

Turn north on Soldier’s Pass Road off 
State Route 89A, Sedona. 

COTTONWOOD DOG PARK
AT RIVERFRONT PARK

Dawn to Dusk
Riverfront Park Drive & N 10th St, Cottonwood

YAVAPAI HUMANE SOCIETY
1625 Sundog Ranch Rd, Prescott

928-445-2666
yavapaihumane.org

VERDE VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY
1520 W. Mingus Ave, Cottonwood

928-634-7387
VerdeValleyHumaneSociety.org

BLACKHAT HUMANE SOCIETY
Native American Reservation Animals

928-899-3942
blackhathumane@gmail.com

YAVAPAI HUMANE TRAPPERS 
ANIMAL RESCUE

Chino Valley
yavapaihumanetrappers.org

ARK CAT SANCTUARY
Parks, 928-635-5909
arkcatsanctuary.org

UNITED ANIMAL FRIENDS
Prescott, 928-778-2924
unitedanimalfriends.org

TUBA CITY HUMANE SOCIETY
928-793-2364,

tubacityhumanesociety.org

BLUE MOON RESCUE & SANCTUARY
1851 E Perkinsville Rd, Chino Valley
928-925-7724, bluemoonrescue.org

AARF ANIMAL RESCUE
6639 S. Country Rd., Mayer

aarfanimalrescue@gmail.com
928-925-7219, aarfrescue.net

MISS KITTY'S CAT HOUSE
928-445-5411

misskittyscathouse.org

YAVAPAI HUMANE SOCIETY
EQUINE CENTER

(928) 515-4947, Chino Valley
yavapaihumane.org

HUMANE SOCIETY OF WICKENBURG
4000 Industrial Rd, Wickenburg 

928-684-8801
wickenburghumane.com

CHINO VALLEY ANIMAL SHELTER
1904 Voss Drive, Chino Valley

cvas@chinoaz.net, 928-636-4223 x7
chinoaz.net/164/Dog-Adoption

ARIZONA BORDER COLLIE RESCUE
Tempe, 480-422-5366

azbcr.org

LITTLE ORPHAN ANIMALS
Mayer, 678-206-7505

orphananimals@aol.com

CIRCLE L RANCH 
ANIMAL RESCUE & SANCTUARY

Daytime 928-925-1926, Prescott Valley

PEOPLE FOR PAWS AZ RESCUE
peopleforpawsaz.org

Info@peopleforpawsaz.org

SAVING PAWS RESCUE 
SHEPHERDS & MALINOIS 

Glendale, 480-737-6089
savingpawsrescueaz.org

PETEY’S PLAYGROUND
22448 State Highway 89, Yarnell
peteysplayground@gmail.com

928-713-1375, peteysplayground.org

RED ROSE INSPIRATION FOR ANIMALS
Thriftique: 31 Bell Rock Plaza, Sedona

info@redroseinspiration.org
928-282-5278, redroseinspiration.org

RESCUE A GOLDEN OF ARIZOINA
Phoenix, 602-404-9663

golden-retriever.org

HIGH COUNTRY HUMANE
11665 N, US-89, Flagstaff

928-526-0742
highcountryhumane.org

HEELING HEELERS HEARTS
Surprise, 623-226-2749

azblueheeler.com   

COCONINO HUMANE ASSOCIATION  
3501 E Butler Ave, Flagstaff 

928-526-1076, coconinohumane.org

DESERT LABRADOR RETRIEVER 
RESCUE 

Glendale, 480-899-5227
dlrraz.org

DOGTREE PINES SENIOR DOG SANCTUARY
1525 S Dogtree Lane, Prescott

olddogs@dogtreepines.com
667-364-8733, dogtreepines.com

FREEDOM FRENCHIE RESCUE
Mesa, (630) 345-0493

freedomfrenchierescue.org

HUMANE SOCIETY OF SEDONA
2115 Shelby Dr
928-282-4679

humanesocietyofsedona.org

Events are subject to change. 
Please contact the event sponsor

to confirm date and details.

Check calendar for dates/times: 
tinyurl.com/2wp6yxf4 . Dark Sky 
Brewing Co., 103 W Birch Ave, 
Flagstaff. Meet, play, adopt.

•	 Pints and Poses—Puppy Yoga: 
monthly dog adoption event. 
Check calendar for dates, 
times, info & to register: tinyurl.
com/2wp6yxf4 . Dark Sky Brewing 
Co., 103 W Birch Ave, Flagstaff. 
All ages welcome at relaxing 
yoga session surrounded by 
wagging tails and playful energy. 

CALENDARCALENDAR

All puppies participating are 
looking for their forever homes. 
50% ticket proceeds benefit High 
Country Humane.

JUNE & JULY EVENTS
CHINO VALLEY EQUESTRIAN PARK 
EVENTS
For further info or to register online, visit:
cvequestrianpark.org 

•	 June 7, Open Schooling Show 
Buckle Series, 8a start. 

•	 June 14, Open Driving Show for 
Horses, Minis & Ponies. 

•	 June 14-15 & 21-22, Sunset 
Ranch Obstacle Clinic & Obstacle 
Challenge with Trainer Megan 
Bennett.

•	 June 22, Western Dressage 
Association of AZ Western 
Dressage Show.

•	 June 28, 4H Schooling Show

SUNSET RANCH OBSTACLE CLINIC 
& OBSTACLE CHALLENGE with 
Trainer Megan Bennett. July 26-27, 
Horses with Heart covered arena in 
Chino Valley. Info: sunsetranch.us/sroc
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This story starts in the Sum-
mer of 2023 when a mama 
dog gave birth to her nine 
babies under a shed on the 
Rez.  As they grew older 
and ventured out from un-
der the shed, a local ani-
mal lover started feeding 
them. The finder posted an 
urgent request for help on 
the Lost and Found Pets of 
the Navajo Nation Group, 
and seven of the nine ba-
bies were rounded up 
quickly. 

It took longer to capture the 
last two, Bonnie Boo and Goldie, but 
once they were contained, Blackhat 
volunteer Tracy took them in tempo-
rarily while on business in the area. 
She got everyone spayed and vac-
cinated at a nearby vet. 

The seven babies were taken in by a 
rescue in Grand Junction, Colorado, 
for socializing and adoption. Mama 
Luna was more elusive and didn’t get 
captured until after her next litter of 
babies, when she was collected with 
her babies, along with a friendly 
male who had joined their pack. 

The new babies and adults were also 
taken to Grand Junction. A Blackhat 
foster, Deanna, took in Bonnie and 
her sister Goldie. Bonnie was then 
transferred to another foster, Karen, so 
they could both get more one-on-one 
time. They were older when they were 
saved, and that often means their 
road to socialization is a longer one. 

But a long shot is better than no 
shot, and to look at Bonnie now, six 
months later, is to see a different dog. 
But she had challenges to overcome. 

At first, Bonnie was very scared of 
Karen’s husband, and they were 
close to giving up, but a local Prescott 
Valley animal behaviorist, MacKen-
zie, offered to help remotely. Slowly, 
their diligence and her training tips 
paid off. 

It was so heartwarming to watch 
Bonnie learn to trust humans after 
her first exposure was likely people 
scaring her off. To know that she now 
has the chance for a much better life 
is what this is all about. 

Her biggest recent adventure was 
going to the beach with her foster 
family. Her foster mom says, “We 

took Bonnie to Southern California 
this past weekend, and she was such 
a good traveler. She saw the beach 
and went hiking in the mountains. 
She climbed the stairs and stayed in 
a hotel. These are huge milestones 
for this gal, and we are so proud of 
her. Bonnie still takes time to warm 

up to strangers but, for 
a patient dog lover, 
she’s going to make a 
great pet.” 

Not every dog needs 
this kind of recov-
ery time to learn to 
trust.  Some street dogs 
have not had bad ex-
periences, or they had 
kind owners at one 
time, or they’re younger 
and more accepting. 

Giving each dog or 
cat the time they need 

to catch their breath is what makes 
this journey so rewarding and inter-
esting. 

If you’d like to learn more, or see 
Bonnie on our adoptable page, 
please look us up at blackhathu-
manesociety.org

Reunited and Looking for Love

Sometimes we feel like we’re in the 
business of curveballs. Even with the 
best intentions, life will throw you a 
curveball, leaving you to face very 
difficult decisions you’d never imag-
ine otherwise.

Aurora and Jupiter came to us in 
December 2024 when their family 
lost their home. Although they had 
loved these beautiful girls from the 
time they were puppies, they could 
not take them along, which was 
heartbreaking for everyone. 

Aurora and Jupiter were friendly 
when they arrived, but obviously 
nervous and confused about this big 
change. Jupiter (the small terrier) 
seemed to be taking things a little 
harder than her sister Aurora. 

We were happy when Jupiter was 
adopted just a few short weeks af-
ter arriving here. The shelter envi-
ronment was difficult for her, and 
we knew a home would be a much 
easier environment for her to move 
forward with her life.

But something happened when Ju-
piter was left the shelter:  Aurora be-
gan to deteriorate. She had seemed 
like the more resilient of the two, but 
we could see after a couple weeks 
how much Aurora had depended 
on her sister for emotional support. 
Aurora didn’t find that same comfort 
with other dogs. In fact, she didn’t 
seem to like other dogs at all. 

Our staff and volunteers spent as 
much time as we could giving her 
extra love and care, but in all hon-
esty, she just seemed heartbroken. 
Which made her chance of adop-
tion even more difficult.

In a bittersweet turn of events, Jupi-
ter was returned to us a few months 
after her adoption. Her new home 
just didn’t work out. While we were 
sad to see her come back into the 
shelter, we knew the universe had 
given us a rare second chance. 

We reintroduced Jupiter and Auro-
ra, and it was pure magic watching 

them find each other again. Aurora’s 
demeanor immediately changed, 
and we saw the light come back 
into her eyes. 

We have officially bonded these 
two girls, and while we know that 
may make it more difficult to find 
them a home, we want to not only 
give them the chance at a new life, 
but one that will be worth living. 

We know it’s a big ask, but we are 
diligently searching for a home for 
these bonded girls. They don’t seem 
to be fond of other animals outside 
of each other and would prefer a 
home where they are the only dogs.  
They love to adventure together and 
would probably enjoy a home with 
a large yard where they can run 
around and lie in the sun. 

As with all our adopted animals, 
HSS would provide post-adop-
tion support for their new family. If 
you’re interested in this sweet pair, 
please call us at the shelter 928-

282-4679. 

If you aren’t able to 
adopt or foster them, 
you can still help by 
sharing their story with 
your friends and family. 
The more people know 
about Aurora and Ju-
piter, the better chance 
they have of finding their 
forever family. We know 
they will bring so much 
joy to the right people, 
and we desperately 
want to give them that 
chance together. Aurora and Jupiter



  Flagstaff-Sedona Dog     June/July 2025     11



12     Facebook: FlagstaffSedonaDog  •  www.FlagstaffSedonaDog.com

D
O

G
S

 F
O

R
 A

D
O

P
TI

O
N

D
O

G
S

 F
O

R
 A

D
O

P
TI

O
N

BONDED PAIR
AURORA (L): A lovely 6-year-old female retriever mix, bonded with her 
sister Jupiter. She has a big loving heart and is a gentle soul who enjoys 
leisurely walks and cuddling. Humane Society of Sedona 928-282-4679
JUPITER (R): A 6-year-old female terrier mix. She is bonded with her 
sister Aurora. She loves to cuddle and is always ready for adventures or 
naps by your side. Humane Society of Sedona 928-282-4679

DAISY ROSE: An 18-month-old 
tricolor female English Bulldog. For 
more information, please contact 
the Humane Society of Sedona 
928-282-4679

SPARTA: A 12yo male Chihuahua/
Basenji mix. Spunky & spirited w/a 
personality larger than his size. 
Incredibly affectionate, whether 
it’s snuggling on the couch or just 
hanging out with you. Humane 
Society of Sedona 928-282-4679

MILLIE: A 4-year-old female 
English Staffordshire mix. She 
adores people and would love to 
be your one and only. She enjoys 
long walks just as much as a quiet 
evening in. Humane Society of 
Sedona 928-282-4679

SQUEAKY: A 2-year-old black 
male American Staffordshire mx. 
He is fun and adventurous, a big fan 
of walks and chasing tennis balls. 
He is a big cuddle bug, enjoying 
snuggles with his person. Humane 
Society of Sedona 928-282-4679

MAX: A 10-year-old black male 
Akita mix. He is very gentle and 
affectionate. He enjoys leisurely 
walks with his people and cuddles 
at night. He would prefer a calm 
and quiet household. Humane 
Society of Sedona 928-282-4679

KONA: A happy and energetic 
6mo male weighing 36 lbs. He loves 
other dogs, is very intelligent. He 
already knows basic commands. 
He would do best with an energetic 
family. High Country Humane/foster 
at 713-855-1550 or 928-526-0742

ALETA: A 1-year-old female 
German Shepherd. She is loving 
and eager to please. Friendly with 
people and other dogs. Her sweet, 
slightly awkward personality will 
steal your heart. High Country 
Humane 928-526-0742

ROSCOE: A handsome boy, 
maybe part Border Collie. He’s 2 
years old and 45 pounds of pure 
love, playful, smart, and has just the 
right amount of zoomies to keep life 
fun. High Country Humane/TEXT 
foster mom at 740-550-9917

ASGARD: Handsome St Bernard, 
gentle giant. 4yo, 97 lbs. Friendly & 
loveable goofball, all about making 
new friends. Is good w/other dogs. 
Due to his size, an experienced, 
confident handler would be best. 
High Country Humane 928-526-0742

SUGARFOOT: Adorable 2yo 
gentleman w/a mahogany sable 
coat. Ready for endless adventures, 
walks, playtime & naps in his own 
bed. He walks well on a leash 
and is potty trained. High Country 
Humane 928-526-0742

CARTIER: Sweet & lovely 8mo 
female. Gentle, affectionate and 
playful, she is ready to fill your life 
with joy. She enjoys learning and 
being with people. High Country 
Humane/foster 928-326-0918 or 
928-526-0742

SHEBA: A sweet and gentle lady, 
2 years old. She weighs 61 pounds. 
She walks well on a leash and is 
potty trained. 
High Country Humane 
928-526-0742
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LYNN: An adult lady, medium-
sized sweetheart. She has a huge 
heart and is playful with other dogs. 
She is a dream walking on a leash. 
Verde Valley Humane Society 
928-634-7387

BOSWELL: A handsome young 
man about 43 pounds. He is sweet 
and wiggly and fun and friendly. 
Good with other dogs. A wonderful, 
affectionate dog. 
Verde Valley Humane Society 
928-634-7387

FRANKIE: A charming, short-
legged lady with the prettiest face 
around. She is silly and fun, enjoys 
walks and loves to run and play. 
Good with other dogs. 
Verde Valley Humane Society 
928-634-7387

MACARON: Squishy Frenchie 
face doll who enjoys hanging out 
with people. Due to her short little 
face, she cannot go on long walks 
or spend much time in the heat. 
Playing inside is fun. Verde Valley 
Humane Society 928-634-7387

SNICKERDOODLE: A 6-month-
old terrier mix. She will weigh 
around 35 pounds. She is good 
with dogs and cats. She will be your 
lap dog and enjoy kisses. She is 
eager to please. Blackhat Humane 
Society 575-999-6236

DOLL: A 1-year-old Australian 
Shepherd/Cattle Dog mix. She is 
very sweet. She is leash and crate 
trained and house trained. She has 
medium energy and is not a chewer. 
Good with other dogs. Blackhat 
Humane Society 575-999-6236

FLEA: An Australian Shepherd/
Blue Heeler mix, 11 months old. He 
has a high energy love of life that 
puts off most dogs and cats, but 
he loves people and toys and hugs 
more anyway. Blackhat Humane 
Society 575-999-6236

FIFE: An 8-month-old black female 
Australian Heeler mix, she is playful, 
energetic, and a fast learner. Her 
joy is contagious. She loves people, 
toys, and other dogs. Blackhat 
Humane Society 575-999-6236

SADIE: 18mo female Border 
Collie/Beagle mix. Affectionate, 
loves to play. Good w/other dogs. 
Smart, knows commands & tricks. 
Potty trained & uses a doggie 
door. Yavapai Humane Trappers at 
yavitrappers@gmail.com

SWEETIE: A 1-year-old female 
Great Pyrenees. She is gentle and 
sweet, loves snuggles and hugs, 
and is quiet unless predators are 
around, which is what she was bred 
to do. Yavapai Humane Trappers at 
yavitrappers@gmail.com

BRODY: A 5-year-old male Chug 
(Chihuahua and Pug). He weighs 
22 pounds and he’s very sweet. 
He’s been badly bitten and wants 
a home where he will be safe and 
loved. Yavapai Humane Trappers at 
yavitrappers@gmail.

RASCAL: A 1-year-old male 
Beagle mix. He is a sweet and goofy 
Velcro dog who is happiest with his 
people. Playful and affectionate, he 
loves going for walks and exploring 
the world. Yavapai Humane Trappers 
at yavitrappers@gmail. 

Dr. Celeste Flannery
515 Airpark Rd., Suite #103
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
(928) 649-8387 • www. AirparkAnimalHospital.com

Airpark Animal Hospital
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Springtime Tips and Tricks for Kitty Kitty
By Kay Luckett

•	Canned and dry cat foods (6 cans 
wet; 4 lbs. of dry unopened)

•	Can opener (in case flip-tops fail)

•	2 each of water and food bowls (pl 
astic or disposable)

•	6-pack of bottled water (just for the 
cat)

•	Portable litter box

•	1 bag of litter with a scoop

•	Plastic litter bags for car

•	A blanket and/or bed

•	Treats and catnip

•	 Favorite toys

•	 All cat medications as needed

I keep duplicate cat medications, so one is ready 
to grab. Many of the non-perishable items can be 
permanently stored in the car.

Research nearby cat shelters or 
hotels, have a backup person 
to help if needed, and have 
photos of kitty posted in your 
home and with your emergen-
cy kit. Search the internet for 
any other ideas so that you 
will feel safe and secure. Keep 
your cat carrier out so kitty can 
be familiar with it just in case. 
A ready and accessible carrier 
with a blanket, catnip, and a 
treat or two is suggested. 

Other items should be pur-
chased ahead of time and as-
sembled appropriately in car 
and home: a pet first-aid kit (or 
make your own); post sticky 
rescue-stickers in your home 
and car that indicate an animal is present; have 
flashlights, extra batteries, wet wipes, and disin-
fectant spray.... 

The list goes on, so take only what is reasonable 
and practicable for you.

Most importantly, trust that you’ve done all you 
can to keep yourself and your pet safe. Remem-
ber how sensitive our furry friends are to our 
moods, trust the process, enjoy each day, and 
take a breath. Just breathe, knowing that right 
now all is well.

Now let’s talk about a cat’s ever-changing whims 
when it comes to feline cuisine. Who can predict 
what kitty wants today? If you’re lucky, it’s a giv-
en. But for my sweet cat the answer seems to be 
a moving target. Does this depend upon mood? 
Sometimes it is just a guess, so serving healthy 
foods is the key.

Keep a variety of canned and dry foods along 
with healthy treats on yourself depending upon 
their individual tastes. Dry foods have many vari-
eties and best to keep the ones with healthy pro-
teins and without fillers. Beware of carrageenan 
which has been linked to potential side effects in 
both animals and humans. 

It’s important to pay attention to the stages of 
growth from kitten to senior as their needs change 
over the years. Remembering that senior cats 
have lower metabolism than kittens is a good 
place to start. 

When purchasing foods, look 
for those made specifically 
for your cat’s age group, size, 
and breed. Some vets recom-
mend a certain amount of cal-
ories for every pound of body 
weight so please investigate.

How much and how often 
to feed kitty is the tradition-
al question for almost all cat 
owners. 

My cat Shadow is only 6 lbs., 
and at 13 years old she basi-
cally tells me when she wants 
to eat. I put out a small amount 
and if she wants more, I’m here 
to serve with a smile. Having 
dry kibble out for on-demand 
feeding is discouraged as it 
can lead to over-eating and 
weight gain. 

I give my cat a small amount of dry food when 
she wakes up and then later she gets her wet 
meals (two or three). Smaller meals are better, 
just as with humans. Adding a small amount of 
warm water to wet foods makes the meal easier 
to eat and keeps the food moist and edible.

The internet is a good source for info regarding 
what and how to feed a cat. It’s suggested that 
some wet and some dry each day gives a bal-
ance and too much kibble (even grain-free) is 
not as healthy as wet from either cans or home-
made. Be sure to search the news for any recalls 
of commercial cat foods, and be sure that your 
cat food is safe.

These Springtime tips will save you time and stress 
and help you to give your sweet kitties the best 
care ever. The trick is to stay current with all the 
info out there about their care, as they are family. 

More tips and maybe some tricks for each of the 
different seasons are coming up, so stay-tuned. 
In the meantime, keep your babies petted and 
purring. 

Meow.

Ah! Spring has sprung. The trees grow fruit and the 
flowers bloom, but before you pick and prune, BE-
WARE! If you want to bring home that pretty bou-
quet or that blooming potted plant, remember this: 
kitty may decide to munch and lunch, and while 
many plants are okay for chewing, some are dan-
gerous while others are very deadly.

Symptoms may include excessive drooling, cough-
ing, vomiting, difficulty swallowing, and some 
plants, such as with the most poisonous plant—
the lily—even a tiny bite ingested can cause se-
rious illness. In fact, a small bite out of a lily plant 
can cause death within minutes or hours. See the 
list below for ideas, and keep the pet emergen-
cy-room poison control number on your fridge.

•	Toxic: lillies, pothos, aloes, philodendron, mon-
stera, rubber plant, jade plant, dumb cane, snake 
plant and even that cute little lucky bamboo plant 
on sale everywhere. I bring my list with me when-
ever I go out to be prepared.

•	Safe: spider plants, money tree, ponytail palm, 
Boston fern, prayer plant, baby tears, parlor 
palms, areca palms among others. Cats often 
munch on these and love to burp them up as they 
like greens for their health. My cat particularly 
loves to nibble on our spider, ponytail palm, and 
Boston ferns. Home-grown herbs, along with cat-
nip, are generally safe for cats to eat.

Another hot topic for Spring with our windy days 
is evacuation. For pet owners, now is the time to 
be getting an evacuation plan ready when it is un-
needed. Our babies are totally dependent upon 
us, so we want to be ready in case certain circum-
stances require us to take kitty away from their safe 
haven.

One of the basics for every cat is to be sure kit-
ty is chipped but also has a tagged collar. Even 
when a cat is chipped there is still no guarantee 
that during a panic someone would actually have 
time to find you, as the chip requires a phone call. 

The collar should be kept with the cat carrier and 
ready to be placed on kitty before leaving home. 
This gives any rescuer a visible and immediate 
way to contact you should the need arise.

Prepare an emergency kit with a handle or in a 
backpack for quick escape in case a kitty carrier is 
in your other hand. Instant cat carriers can also in-
clude pillow cases or laundry baskets. Emergency 
kits should contain much of the following depend-
ing upon your needs:
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ROBIN: A most elegant pure 
white lady with golden eyes. She is 
4 years old and very affectionate. 
High Country Humane 
928-526-0742

JASPER: A 4-year-old grey and 
white gentleman with a mellow vibe 
and quiet charm. He is laid back, 
gentle and independent, and always 
looking for the perfect nap spot. 
High Country Humane 
928-526-0742

TURNIP: A sweet and gentle 
Tuxedo female with golden eyes 
and striking white whiskers. She 
is big-hearted, soft furred, and 
sweetly shy.  Gets along well with 
other cats. High Country Humane 
928-526-0742 

TOMMY: A charming gray tabby 
male, 18 months old. He is friendly, 
affectionate, and always ready to 
greet you with a soft meow and a 
head bump. High Country Humane 
928-526-0742

TONY: A super-sweet one month 
old baby boy with a sleek silver-
gray coat. He will grow into an 
elegant gentleman, but for now 
he’s looking for a home for dancing 
and partying. Humane Society of 
Sedona 928-282-4679

DATA: A lovely red tabby female, 
5 years old. She has beautiful dark 
green eyes. She is a sensitive and 
shy soul who will take a bit to warm 
up, but then she shows her loving 
side. Humane Society of Sedona 
928-282-4679

STARRY: A 6-year-old Tuxedo 
gentleman with the cutest black 
nose. He is a sweetheart, a lap 
cat, and loves to play. He would 
love a family of his own where he 
can receive all the love. Humane 
Society of Sedona 928-282-4679

SHOWGIRL: A beautiful blue-
eyed baby girl, 2 months old. She is 
going to be a gorgeous blue point 
lady. Right now, she needs a loving 
home with affection, toys, and room 
to play. Humane Society of Sedona 
928-282-4679

OLAF: A stunning, silver-coated 
gentleman, but still a kitten. He is 
loving, independent and likes to 
hang out with his person but does 
not do well with the stress of dogs, 
other cats, or children. Verde Valley 
Humane Society 928-634-7387

TOPCAT: A super-sweet 2-month-
old female white with brown tabby 
markings. For more information, 
please contact the Verde Valley 
Humane Society 
928-634-7387

CATALINA: A striking and sassy 
little tortoiseshell lady with white 
trim. She is 2 months old. For 
further information, please contact 
the Verde Valley Humane Society 
928-634-7387

CATER: A classic 2-month-
old brown tabby lady. She has 
charming white trim on her toes 
and is a sweet and lovely lady. For 
more information, please contact 
the Verde Valley Humane Society 
928-634-7387

HERBIE: A stunning shiny black 
house panther with golden eyes. He 
is also a polydactyl cat with extra 
toes! He is a 4-year-old love bug 
who wants to be near you always. 
Yavapai Humane Trappers at 
yavitrappers@gmail.com

GRACIE: An 11-month-old 
longhaired silver tabby with green 
eyes and a diva attitude. She is 
spunky and full of love. She is a lap 
cat who enjoys chin rubs. Yavapai 
Humane Trappers at yavitrappers@
gmail.com
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Summer in Arizona is no joke. As 
the temperatures skyrocket, it’s not 
just us humans sweating it out; our 
pets are feeling the heat, too. And 
unlike us, they can’t peel off a few 
layers, crank up the AC, or grab a cold lemonade. 
They depend on us to keep them safe and cool. 
With triple digits becoming the norm, it’s time to talk 
seriously about how to protect our furry family mem-
bers from the dangers of extreme heat. Of course, 
there’s still room for fun in the sun, but only if we’re 
smart about it.

Let’s start with one of the biggest offenders when it 
comes to summertime pet hazards: the pavement. 
What looks like a simple sidewalk to you can be 
scorching hot to your dog. When the air temperature 
hits the upper 70s, pavement can soar to a blistering 
125 degrees. On hotter days, it can reach well over 
130. That’s hot enough to fry an egg and definite-
ly hot enough to burn a dog’s paws within minutes. 
And remember, dogs are much closer to the ground 
than we are, which means their entire body is ab-
sorbing the heat radiating from the surface.

Before heading out for a walk, try the back-of-the-
hand test. Place your hand on the pavement and 
hold it there for seven seconds. If it’s too hot for you, 
it’s too hot for them. This quick check can prevent 
some serious paw damage. 

 To keep your walks safe, plan your outings early in 
the morning or later in the evening when things have 
cooled down a bit. Stick to shady areas when you 
can, and grassy paths are always a better option 
than bare asphalt. Bringing along some cool wa-
ter for both you and your pup is also a great idea: 
hydration is just as important for them as it is for us.

Now, let’s talk about one of the scariest and most 
dangerous threats pets face during the summer: 
heatstroke. Unlike humans, dogs don’t sweat all 
over. They cool themselves by panting, and when 
the air around them is too hot, panting alone isn’t 
enough. Heatstroke can come on quickly and can 
be deadly if it’s not addressed immediately. 

Some dogs are especially vulnerable: flat-faced 
breeds like pugs, bulldogs, and boxers struggle 
more to breathe efficiently in the heat. Dogs with 
thick fur coats, those carrying extra weight, older 
dogs, and even darker-colored dogs can absorb 
and retain more heat, putting them at a higher risk.

Signs of heatstroke can range from heavy panting 
and drooling to disorientation, vomiting, and even 
collapse. You might notice your dog acting con-
fused, walking unsteadily, or developing a bright-
red tongue or gums. In some severe cases, they may 
show signs of shock or pass bloody diarrhea. 

If you suspect your dog is overheating, get them out 
of the sun immediately and into a cooler space. You 
can use cool water—not ice cold—to soak a towel 
and gently place it on their body, especially around 
their armpits, belly, and paws. Don’t force them to 
drink but offer small sips of water and call your 
vet right away for further guidance. Acting quickly 
could save their life.

While we’re on the topic of serious threats, let’s 
revisit something we unfortunately still hear about 

Too Hot to Handle: Summer Safety Tips for Your Pets
By Loree M. Walden

every summer: pets left in hot cars. 
Please, please never leave your 
dog in the car, even if it’s “just 
for a minute” or the windows are 
cracked. On an 80-degree day, 

the temperature inside a parked car can hit danger-
ously high levels in just 10 minutes. At 90 degrees 
outside, it can become deadly in even less time. 

Dogs can suffer heatstroke, organ failure, and even 
death in a matter of minutes. The best rule? If your 
dog can’t come inside with you, they should stay 
home in the AC. It’s just not worth the risk.

Now, here’s something many people don’t real-
ize: pets can get sunburned, too. Especially dogs 
with light-colored or thin coats, and those with ex-
posed areas like their nose, ears, or belly. 

If your dog is spending time outside, consider 
pet-safe sunscreen to help protect their skin. And 
never use human sunscreen, as many of the in-
gredients in our lotions can be harmful or toxic to 
animals. Keeping your dog in the shade and limit-
ing time in direct sunlight are both safer and more 
comfortable alternatives.

Arizona summers don’t just bring the heat; they 
bring monsoons, too. Storm season can offer a 
break from the sun, but it comes with its own set 
of challenges. Loud thunder, flashing lightning, 
and howling winds can be terrifying for pets. It’s 
no surprise that more pets go missing during mon-
soon season and fireworks holidays than any oth-
er time of year. 

Be sure your pets are indoors when storms roll 
in and create a safe space inside your home 
where they can retreat if they’re feeling anxious. 
A cozy blanket in a quiet 
room can work wonders. If 
they’re prone to panic, talk 
to your vet about anxiety 
aids or calming tools like 
wraps and diffusers. And of 
course, make sure their mi-
crochip information is cur-
rent and that they’re wear-
ing ID tags, just in case they 
get spooked and make a 
run for it.

Let’s not forget the basics: 
hydration is absolutely key. 
Just like us, pets need plen-
ty of fresh, cool water avail-
able at all times. Make sure 
their bowls are cleaned 
regularly, refilled often, and 
try to keep them out of di-
rect sunlight where the wa-
ter can quickly get hot. 

Some pet parents like to 
get creative with hydration 
by making frozen treats: try 
freezing low-sodium broth 
or pet-safe fruits like water-
melon (without seeds) for a 
cool, tasty snack. It’s a fun 
and refreshing way to keep 

your pet cool and happy.

Even with all these cautions, summer can still be 
a season full of joy and adventure. You just have 
to be mindful. Instead of long walks during the 
heat of the day, consider early morning strolls or 
indoor play sessions to burn off some energy. Set-
ting up a kiddie pool in the backyard can offer a 
safe way for your pup to splash and cool down. If 
you’re the DIY type, creating a little agility course 
in the living room is a great way to keep things 
interesting.

At the end of the day, our pets rely on us to be their 
voice and their protectors. When the temperatures 
rise, it’s not just about comfort. It’s about survival. 
Whether you’re going for a hike, lounging in the 
backyard, or just running errands, being aware of 
the dangers heat and storms bring can help you 
make better choices for your furry companion.

Let’s make this summer a safe one. Watch the 
temps, plan ahead, and be prepared. With a little 
extra care, you and your pet can enjoy the sun-
shine, stay cool, and make memories that will last 
long after the summer heat fades.

And remember: if your home has a little extra 
room in the heart and on the couch, there are so 
many wonderful animals waiting at Yavapai Hu-
mane Society for their second chance. Stop by, 
meet your new best friend, or consider fostering 
a pet who needs a break from the shelter during 
these hot months. You can also help by donating. 
Every dollar goes toward food, medical care, and 
comfort for the animals in our care.

Let’s keep our pets safe, loved, and cool this sum-
mer, because they’d do the same for us.
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928-567-5555928-567-5555

• Eco Friendly                   
• Socially Conscious       
• Environmentally Aware,

• Healthy
...and just plain Fun.

   

COME IN AND SEE WHAT EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT!
3080 W. State Route 89A, Suite A • Sedona, AZ 86336

www.goldenbone4pets.com

GOLDEN BONE PET PRODUCTS

Healthy fun stuff for
 your pets

Pet Products
and Pet Supplies

@goldenbonepetproducts

20 Year
Anniversary
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humanoid children, converted for canine comfort: plush 
down blankets lining the bottom, front and rear that can 
be either fully open for lounging and sniffing, screened 
in, or fully enclosed in clear waterproof material. This 
means that we get to explore in any weather and any 
season, yippee! 

Betts (aka Senorita Snuggess) and Micks (aka Mister 
Mingleberries) took to the trailer immediately. When 
we first got it, we would go about two miles from home 
to the single-track trailhead for their walkies beasting 
in the forest. 

After our walk, we would ride another mile to the local 
shop for a delish breakie-burrito. The pups would sit at-
tentive in the bike trailer knowing a piping hot bacon 
burrito was about to be delivered! And, of course, look-
ing that adorable; they received many pets and coos 
from passing aun-
ties and uncles 
while I was in the 
store.

The pack ped-
aling started as 
a hairbrained 
scheme to use less 
gas in our adven-
turing. We all had 
such a blast on 
the motorcycle 
sidecar together, 
why couldn’t we 
do that same thing 
human-powered, 
earning our turns?

And earn them 
we do. It ain‘t 
no joke hauling 
nearly 100 extra 
pounds on a bicycle without a motor! After experi-
menting with different types of roads and surfaces we 
have finally honed in on the sweet spot in pack ped-
aling: rails-to-trails paved and graveled bike paths! 
There are no cars, no roads, just the doggos delight-
ing in the ride-by squirrel sightings and endless sniffers 
along the routes. 

The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy specializes in building 
and advocating for the rails-to-trails and they created 
this awesome website mapping all of the rails-to-trails 
across the U.S.: traillink.com. The rails-to-trails are rela-
tively flat and accessible for all ages and abilities. 

Since we got the bike and trailer, we have seen some of 
the most beautiful terrain across the West, getting to roll 
through nature instead of driving on a freeway. 

The pack favorites so far have been 
the Mineral Belt Trail in Leadville, 

Colorado tour-
ing through 
the old mining 
haunts North-
east of Lead-
ville, 18 miles 
at 10,000 feet 
elevation (miner-
albelttrail.com); 
the Rio Grande 
Trail which runs 
42 miles from 
Carbondale to 
Aspen, Colo-
rado featuring 
protected wet-

land habitats 
and community 
c h a l k b o a r d s 
to write the 
wildlife you’ve 
seen (rfta.com/
t ra i l - in forma-
tion); and, of 
course, the Iron 
King Trail right 
in Prescott that 
is 4.5 miles of 
flat packed 
gravel and tours 

through the lesser-known side of the Granite Dells with 
its wonderful wildlife and single-track trails (traillink.
com/trail/iron-king-trail). 

But today we are in Bryce Canyon, about to reach our 
turn-around destination for the day: the Bryce Canyon 
National Park sign. This will be our longest adventure 
with the bike trailer so far—20 miles! 

“C’mon out everybody, let’s get some sniffers!” 

Betts and Micks happily oblige, waiting for me to angle 
the bike so the back tire is out of their exit path before 
they hop out into the Ponderosa Forest. They begrudg-
ingly pause for a family photograph in front of the na-
tional park sign—their first national park visit! 

We sit and enjoy a mid-adventure snackie, and the af-
ternoon suns keep us warm while we beast around in 
the lingering spring snowpile. I watch Betts and Micks 
wrestle in and out of the wet corn snow and can’t imag-
ine a time I’ve been so happy.

We get to move through the landscape at a slower 
speed than a car or motorcycle. We get to socialize 
with humans and animals along the journey. These 
weird adventures together are just pure joy, my two 
favorites in the world: bicycles and my dogpack! And 
here we are, together on a bicycle out exploring the 
world. 

I smile the entire time we are on the bike, in awe of the 
pups and wondering what they are thinking. It never 
gets old looking over my shoulder at them in the trail-
er, usually Betts on full alert, nose-forward, and Micks 
cozily napping facing out the back window, drowsily 
picking up the passing olfactory gems. 

We are home now, and I am mentally mapping our fu-
ture biking adventures... plotting the pedals and foibles 
of overnight pack bike-packing... stay tuned!

Until next time, Happy Tails and Happy Trails!

~Solana, Betty, and Mickey

Pedaling Paws: Bicycle Touring Our U.S. Rail-To-Trails
By Solana Kline, honorary four-legger

“Yaoooooooooo!” I howl as we pick up speed. 

My tires echo a low warble off the red cliff walls. Faster 
and faster we roll, the 90 pounds of pup in the trailer 
behind my bike giving us extra momentum. We follow 
the curves of the canyon, ducking into the shadows’ 
cool March air, and boomeranging back out into the 
high-altitude sun blasts that immediately make you 
sweat. 

I look back over my shoulder. Betty’s nose thrust for-
ward as far as she can get it ahead of the bike trailer, 
the wind pushing her long terrier ears and hair back 
into their full aerodynamic rocket-dog state. Mickey’s 
smile couldn’t get any wider, wrapped around his big 
pitty face, floppy boxer lips rippling in the wind as we 
descend into Red Canyon. 

I tuck in to be more aerodynamic, eyes up, chin down, 
pressing down into the pedals as we all lean into the 
turns, grinning ear to ear and yowling some more, 
“Yewwwwwhewwwww!”.

I have been watching the weather in Bryce Canyon, 
Utah, since November, waiting for a window to come 
pedal the Red Canyon Bicycle Trail with the pups. At 
8,000 feet, the colds are cold and the hots are hot, es-
pecially for the pups. 

The Bryce Canyon Trail is nearly 20 miles of paved 
bicycle and pedestrian path rolling 13 miles from Red 
Canyon to Bryce Canyon City. Just outside of Bryce 
Canyon City, the paved trail becomes the Bryce Can-
yon Multi-Use Bike Path and continues up into Bryce 
Canyon National Park for another 5 miles. 

This gives us 18 miles to explore the coral-goblin-can-
yonlands of the Bryce Canyon area on the bicycle and 
trailer with no cars, no roads, and all the smiles and 
sniffers we can handle!

Over the past couple years since our motorcycle trip, 
me and the hounds have been practicing miles and 
adventures with the bike trailer, a trailer designed for 

Exploring Leadville’s Mineral Trail

Prescott’s Iron King Trail

Riding through Red Canyon TrailThe first national park for the doggoes!

The pack bike touring Bryce Canyon
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WHERE EVERYONE IS FAMILY
Monday - Friday 8am-6pm

www.westsideveterinaryclinic.com

WESTSIDE VETERINARY CLINIC

Surgery,  radiology, exotics, dentistry, 
ultrasound, laser therapy, orthopedics, 
acupuncture and more!  800 W. Highland Ave.

Flagsta�, AZ 86001

928-779-0148

S W
oodlands Village Blvd

Highland Dr W McConnell Dr
Jenny Siess,

DVM Chelsea Rae
Calhoun,

DVM, CVA

Ariel Maltese,
DVM Stephanie 

Wol� ,
DVM, MS
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We have veterinarians, day-
care providers, specialists, 
and dogwalkers for our pets. 
But have you ever wondered 
what it would be like to be 
a dog groomer and the im-
portance of them in our pets’ 
lives? Well, wonder no more. 

I recently had the pleasure of 
speaking with Jenelle Jones, a 
talented dog groomer in Cot-
tonwood with over 25 years’ 
experience, and my dog 
Woody’s personal stylist. 

Jones moved to Arizona 
from Long Island, New York 
in 2003. She had gained 
valuable experience in the 
dog-grooming world and was 
determined to make it her career. She didn’t grow 
up dreaming of being a dog groomer, but as an 
animal lover, her earliest jobs led her straight into 
its arms. 

She worked in pet stores, dog-grooming business-
es, and the New York School of Dog Grooming. 
Jones wanted to be self-supporting and creative 
with her life’s work, so from receptionist to dog 
washer, daycare to dog grooming, she gained 
confidence through experience to unleash a pas-
sion (pun intended) for making each and every 
dog glow. 

Years ago, Jones operated her own business, Lov-
ing Touch Grooming, out of her modest garage in 
Cottonwood. Through word of mouth, she grew 
her business to three hundred dedicated clients. 
Her skills accelerated over the next twelve years 
and though a breakup derailed her for a time, 
and she had to give up her home business, she 
continued to groom dogs nights and weekends, 
while also being a mom and working full time for 
others. Here is our interview.

Dexter: Describe for us what it’s like to be a self-
taught dog groomer. 

Jones: There are schools, but Arizona doesn’t re-
quire formal education or licensing, so learning 
as you go is doable. When I started out, I was 
determined to be successful. I took lots of pictures 
of my own work and ruthlessly critiqued them to 
help me to learn to scissor better.

I have loved seeing other groomers’ creativity 
on social media and was inspired at times, but 
mostly I just focus on my own work. I enjoy being 
in this industry as a service to becoming a better 
human through caring for and loving peoples’ 
fur babies. Making their pets their absolute cutest 
while honoring the dog’s needs is so rewarding.

Dexter: How many clients do you typically groom 
in a day and what’s your process?

Jones: I prefer to groom only three to four dogs a 
day, spending about two hours per dog. My ap-
proach remains the same for most dogs. I believe 
in giving a good brush out and overall inspection 

Dog Groomers: Part of Your Pet’s Healthcare Team
By Stacey Dexter

before the bath. I check the 
eyes, ears, pads and skin, and 
then do some shaping. During 
those inspections, I’ve often 
caught things that have gone 
unnoticed. 

Owner education is import-
ant. Wiping eyes, brushing fur 
and checking paws keeps pets 
healthy in between grooms 
and acclimates the dog to be-
ing touched in these ways. I’ve 
seen too many chronic eye 
infections simply from the eyes 
not being wiped regularly. I’m 
not judging. I realize some 
people truly don’t know these 
things. At the kennel where 
I currently work, I’m able to 

customize my pace to each dog, always trying 
my best without stressing them out and that’s what 
fuels my workday now.

Dexter: What one tool has been the best inven-
tion for dog grooming since you began your ca-
reer?

Jones: Hand’s down, the The Groomer’s Helper® 
is the single best tool in my large array of shop 
equipment. It helps to safely restrain the dog on 
the table while helping them feel secure. It’s a 
win-win for the dog and me.

Dexter: How do you manage your feelings when 
a dog comes in matted?

Jones: I don’t judge, I’m honestly grateful the dog 
has been brought in. Dematting work is dreadful. 
Most dogs don’t like it, and I don’t blame them. 
It’s a long and uncomfortable process. Howev-
er, I have little tolerance for owners that expect 
a show-dog haircut on a matted dog. My pref-
erence is to shave them down, which is easier on 
them. Regular grooming can begin at future visits.

Dexter: Lastly, what are your favorite dog breeds?

Jones: Some of my favorites are extreme cases 
who come in biting and scared, and yet—with 
patience and kindness—they make a complete 
turnaround. Seeing them calmer and more trust-
ing at each subsequent appointment is an ac-
complishment I treasure. After dematting

Before dematting

Jennell Jones

I also love the dramatic transformations. I once 
groomed a newly adopted dog who was seriously 
matted and had a pelt for a coat, embedded with 
foxtails. The dematting process was an unexpect-
ed joy for both of us. His relief was palpable. 

Jones currently lives with her Husky-Bullnose mix, 
Sherri (pronounced Shreeeee) in Cottonwood. I’m 
grateful that she took the time to provide us with 
some details about an important profession that 
deserves our respect. Dog groomers give so much 
to our beloved pets. Thank you, Jenelle!
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AGES:
7-12

$275
per camper-
includes free

Camp
T-Shirt

VISIT THE SHELTER: 
2115 Shelby Drive; West Sedona

Learn About Animal Care
Animal Behavior Classes
Special Guest Speakers
Adopt A Camp Pet
Outdoor Adventures
And So Much More!

CALL: (928) 282-4679

SCAN THIS QR CODE:

For more information or to register:

GO ONLINE:
www.humanesocietyofsedona.org

#1: June 9-13
#2: June 23-27
#3: July 7-11

2025 SESSIONS:

Humane Society of Sedona

Kids & Kritters Summer Camp

There’s still time to register for summer camp!

Come have a blast!

10am-2pm, Monday-Friday
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Traveling with our four-legged com-
panions is one of life’s great joys, but 
finding the right place to stay can 
make or break the adventure. Booking 
a pet-friendly hotel room can set the 
stage for a smooth, enjoyable trip. 

Whether the journey takes you across 
Arizona or just up the road, a little 
planning goes a long way. Here are 
some essential tips to help ensure a 
comfortable stay for everyone, paws 
included.

Do Your Homework: Pet Policies 
Aren’t All Created Equal

Before settling on a hotel, check the pet 
policy carefully. Some properties hap-
pily welcome dogs of all sizes, while 
others have strict limits or restrictions. 
Look for details about extra fees, the 
number of pets allowed and any rules 
about where pets can go or sleep. 

Some hotels even have breed or size 
restrictions, so it’s wise to double-check 
before booking.

Pick Up the Phone—Yes, Really

After narrowing down the options, call 
the hotel directly. Ask about pet ame-
nities like beds, bowls, and treats at 
check-in. Find out if there’s a grassy area 
nearby or a designated spot for walks. 

A quick conversation often reveals 
perks or essential details that web-
sites don’t mention. Some hotels offer 
dog-washing stations or even doggy 
room service menus—details you might 
miss if you don’t ask.

Trust Fellow Pet Travelers

Reviews from other pet owners of-
fer valuable insight into how truly 
pet-friendly a hotel is. Look for com-
ments about staff attitudes, hidden 
fees, or practical issues that might 
affect a stay with a dog. Did the staff 
greet pets with a smile? Were there 
unexpected charges at checkout? Re-
al-world experiences can help you 
avoid surprises.

Know Before You Go: 
Fees, Floors, and Familiarity

Pet fees can range from a modest de-
posit to nightly charges that add up 
quickly. Clarify all costs before book-
ing and ask for a ground floor room if 
possible. Late-night bathroom breaks 
are easier when stairs and elevators 
aren’t in the way. 

Packing a familiar bed, favorite toys, 
and your dog’s usual food can help 
ease anxiety in a new place. Don’t for-

Booking a Pet-Friendly Hotel Room: A Stress-Free Stay for
You and Your Pup
By Stacey Wittig

get to bring a few comfort items. Some-
thing that smells like home can make all 
the difference for a nervous pup.

Safety First: Be Ready for Anything
Before departure, locate the nearest 
veterinary clinic to the hotel. Bring any 
necessary medications and make sure 
identification tags are current. Prepa-
ration means more peace of mind and 
more time for fun.

Mind Manners and Neighbors
Not everyone is a dog lover. Keep 
your pet leashed in public areas and 
minimize barking—especially if you’re 
stepping out for dinner. 

Respecting hotel etiquette helps keep 
more places open to pets in the future. 
Always clean up after your dog and 
be considerate of shared spaces, such 
as lobbies or elevators.

Follow the Hotel’s Pet-Etiquette 
Rules
Each property may have its own 
guidelines about where pets are al-
lowed and how they should behave. 
Abide by these rules to ensure a pleas-
ant stay for all guests, with or without 
pets. This helps keep the doors open for 
future pet travelers.

Book Smart
Whenever possible, book directly 
through the hotel’s pet-friendly page. 
Special packages or extra details are 
often listed there, making for a smooth-
er experience. Some hotels even offer 
welcome kits with treats, waste bags, 
or local dog park maps.

With a little planning and courtesy, 
traveling with a dog can be a joy for 
everyone involved. A thoughtful ap-
proach ensures a safe, comfortable 
stay and leaves nothing behind but 
happy memories and a few paw prints 
on the trail.

Stacey Wittig is a travel writer based 
near Flagstaff. Get more tips for taking 
your dog on the road at Unstoppa-
bleStaceyTravel.com. Big Mount Glamping near York, Pennsylvannia. Photo courtesy Visit York.

Best Friends Roadhouse & Mercantile in Kanab, Utah. Courtesy photo.

Dog bed and toys at The Highlands 
Resort in Harbor Springs, Michigan.

Dog welcome basket at The Alfond Inn at Rollins in Winter Park, Florida. 
Courtesy photo.
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We are your Pet’s Emergency Headquarters for all issues. 

We are OPEN 24 HOURS EVERY WEEKEND, and MORE

928.779.5522
1110 E. Route 66, Suite 201

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

The best team. The best technology. The best medicine. 
Here, your pet will receive the best care there is. 

Because, sometimes, nothing less will do.
Northern Arizona’s only CT Scanner directly at your fi ngertips. 

CT Scans are available all weekend long and holidays! 

Fri 5p-12a • Sat & Sun 24 hrs
Mon 12a-8a

All Holidays - Open 24 hrs
(Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, & New Year’s)

HOURS


